












































Park Delmas Tree Inventory, Assessment, and Protection Plan April 15, 2016

C4: Incense cedar 499 

�
Monarch Consulting Arborists LLC - P.O Box 1010, Felton, CA 95018

831.331.8982 - rick@monarcharborist.com Page �  of �20 30



Park Delmas Tree Inventory, Assessment, and Protection Plan April 15, 2016

C5: Trees 492 to 497
Canary Island pine in the middle 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Appendix D: Tree protection specifications
13.32.130 - Safeguarding trees during construction. 

For the purpose of safeguarding trees during construction, all of the following conditions shall 
apply to all such trees except for trees for which a tree removal permit has been issued or which 
are required to be removed pursuant to Chapter 13.28: 

A. Prior to the issuance of any approval or permit for the construction of any improvement on 
the building site, all trees on the site shall be inventoried by the owner or contractor as to 
size, species and location on the lot and the inventory shall be submitted on a topographical 
map to the director; and 

B. Damage to any tree during construction shall be immediately reported by a person causing 
the damage, the responsible contractor, or the owner to the director, and the contractor and/or 
owner shall treat the tree for damage in the manner specified by the city arborist; and 

C. No construction equipment, vehicles or materials shall be stored, parked or standing within 
the tree dripline; and” 

D. Drains shall be installed according to city specifications so as to avoid harm to trees due to 
excess watering; and 

E. Wires, signs and other similar items shall not be attached to trees; and 
F. Cutting and filling around the base of trees shall be done only after consultation with the city 

arborist and then only to the extent authorized by the city arborist; and 
G. No paint thinner, paint, plaster or other liquid or solid excess or waste construction materials 

or wastewater shall be dumped on the ground or into any grate between the dripline and the 
base of the tree or uphill from any tree where certain substances might reach the roots 
through a leaching process; and 

H. Barricades shall be constructed around the trunks of trees as directed by the director so as to 
prevent injury to trees making them susceptible to disease causing organisms; and 

I. Wherever cuts are made in the ground near the roots of trees, appropriate measures shall be 
taken to prevent exposed soil from drying out and causing damage to tree roots. 

(Ords. 21362, 26595.) 

Pre-Construction Meeting with the Project Arborist

Prior to beginning work, all contractors involved with the project should attend a pre 
construction meeting with the project arborist to review the tree protection guidelines.  Access 
routes, storage areas, and work procedures will be discussed.  Tree protection locations should be 
marked before any fencing contractor arrives. 
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Tree Protection Zones and Fence Specifications
 
Tree protection fence should be established prior to the arrival of construction equipment or 
materials on site.  Fence should be comprised of six-foot high chain link fence mounted on eight-
foot tall, 1 7/8-inch diameter galvanized posts, driven 24 inches into the ground and spaced no 
more than 10 feet apart. Once established, the fence must remain undisturbed and be maintained 
throughout the construction process until final inspection. 

The fence should be maintained throughout the site during the construction period and should be 
inspected periodically for damage and proper functions.  

Fence should be repaired, as necessary, to provide a physical barrier from construction activities. 

A final inspection by the city arborist at the end of the project will be required prior to removing 
any tree protection fence and replacement tree shall be planted at this time.  

Monitoring

Any trenching, construction or demolition that is expected to damage or encounter tree roots 
should be monitored by the project arborist or a qualified ISA Certified Arborist and should be 
documented. 

The site should be evaluated by the project arborist or a qualified ISA Certified Arborist after 
construction is complete, and any necessary remedial work that needs to be performed should be 
noted. 

Restrictions Within the Tree Protection Zone

No storage of construction materials, debris, or excess soil will be allowed within the Tree 
Protection Zone.  Spoils from the trenching shall not be placed within the tree protection zone 
either temporarily or permanently.  Construction personnel and equipment shall be routed outside 
the tree protection zone of 39 feet from the trunk. 

Root Pruning

Root pruning shall be supervised by the project arborist.  When roots over two inches in diameter 
are encountered they should be pruned by hand with loppers, handsaw, reciprocating saw, or 
chain saw rather than left crushed or torn.  Roots should be cut beyond sinker roots or outside 
root branch junctions and be supervised by the project arborist.  When completed, exposed roots 
should be kept moist with burlap or backfilled within one hour. 
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Boring or Tunneling

Boring machines should be set up outside the drip line or established Tree Protection Zone.  
Boring may also be performed by digging a trench on both sides of the tree until roots one inch 
in diameter are encountered and then hand dug or excavated with an Air Spade® or similar air or 
water excavation tool.  Bore holes should be adjacent to the trunk and never go directly under the 
main stem to avoid oblique (heart) roots.  Bore holes should be a minimum of three feet deep.  

Timing

If the construction is to occur during the summer months supplemental watering and bark beetle 
treatments should be applied to help ensure survival during and after construction. 

Tree Pruning and Removal Operations

All tree pruning or removals should be performed by a qualified arborist with a C-61/D-49 
California Contractors License.  Tree pruning should be specified according to ANSI A-300A 
pruning standards and adhere to ANSI Z133.1 safety standards.  Trees that need to be removed or 
pruned should be identified in the pre-construction walk through. 

Tree Protection Signs

All sections of fencing should be clearly marked with signs stating that all areas within the 
fencing are Tree Protection Zones and that disturbance is prohibited.  Text on the signs should be 
in both English and Spanish (Appendix E). 

Signage stating, “Warning-This fencing shall not be removed without permission from the City 
of San Jose Planning Office (408) 535-3555”.  Shall be placed on all tree protection fencing and 
remain until final occupancy. 
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Appendix E: Tree Protection Signs  
E1: English
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E2: Spanish 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Appendix F: Plants Compatible to Plant Under Oaks
Scientific name Common name

Achillea millefolium yarrow
Adiantum jordanii maidenhair fern
Aquilegia formosa western columbine
Arctostaphylos edmundsii manzinita
Aristolochia californica Dutchman’s pipe
Artemisia spp. artemisia
Baccharis pilularis dwarf coyote brush
Berberis Aquifolium ‘Compacta’ Oregon grape
Berberis aquifolium repens, B pinnata creeping mahonia
Berberis nervosa long leaf mahonia
Calycanthus occidentalis spice bush
Carpenteria californica bush anemone
Ceanothus heastiorum, maritimus, thyrsifolia, griseum Ceanothus
Cercis occidentalis California redbud
Ceroparpus betuloides spp blanchae mountain mahogany
Choisa ternata Mexican mock orange
Clarkia spp. clarkia
Clematis lasiantha pipestems
Corylus cornuta western hazelnut
Delphinium cardinale scarlet larkspur
Dendromecon rigida, D. harfordii island bushpoppy
Diplacus (mimulus) aurantiacus monkey flowers
Erigeron karvinsianus Santa Barbara daisy
Eriogonum arborecens Santa Cruz Island buckwheat
Eriogonum grande var. rubescens San Miguel Island buckwheat
Eriogonum umbellatum var. polyanthum sulfer buckwheat
Fragaria vesca woodland strawberry
Fremontodendron species and cultivars flannelbush
Garrya elliptica coast silktassel
Garrya fremontii Fremont silktassel
Gaura lindheimeri gaura
Hemerocallis spp. daylily
Hteromeles arbutifolia toyon
Heuchera maxima giant alum root
Heuchera spp. coral bells
Iris douglasiana and hybrids Douglas iris
Iris macrosiphon, I. douglasii iris
Keckiella antirrhinoides, K cordata bush snapdragon
Kniphofia uvaria red hot pokers
Lupinus albifrons lupine
Monardella macrantha bee balm
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The plant list is courtesy of Costello, Laurence Raleigh, Bruce W. Hagen, and Katherine S. 
Jones. Oaks in the urban landscape:  selection, care, and preservation. Oakland, CA: University 
of California, Agriculture and Natural Resources, 2011. Print.  

Monardella spp. deer mint
Nandina domestica heavenly bamboo
Ochna serrulata bird’s eye bush
Penstemon spp. penstemon
Polystichum munitum werstern sword fern
Rhamnus califoria ‘Eve Case’ California coffeeberry
Rhus integrifolia lemonade berry
Rhus ovata sugarbush
Ribes menziesii prickly gooseberry
Ribes sanguineum red flowering currant
Ribes sanguineum var. glutinosum pink-flowering currant
Ribes speciosum fushia-flowered gooseberry
Ribes viburnifolium evergreen current
Romneya coulteri matilija poppy
Rosa californica wild rose
Rosmarinus officinalis rosemary
Salvia cleavlandii, S. sonomensis, S. leucophylla ‘Pt. Sal’ California sage
Salvia leucophylla coastal white sage
Salvia spathacea hummingbird sage
Santolina chamaecyparissus lavender cotton
Satureja douglasii yerba buena
Sisyrinchium bellum blue eyed grass
Sollya heterophyla Australian blue bell creeper
Symphoricarpos albus var. laevigatus, S. mollis snowberry
Trichostema lanatum wooly bluecurls
Vancouveria planipetala inside-out flower
Whipplea modesta yerba de selva
Zauschneria californica California fuchsia

Scientific name Common name
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Qualifications, Assumptions, and Limiting Conditions
Any legal description provided to the consultant is assumed to be correct.  Any titles or 
ownership of properties are assumed to be good and marketable.  All property is appraised or 
evaluated as though free and clear, under responsible ownership and competent management. 

All property is presumed to be in conformance with applicable codes, ordinances, statutes, or 
other regulations. 

Care has been taken to obtain information from reliable sources.  However, the consultant cannot 
be responsible for the accuracy of information provided by others. 

The consultant shall not be required to give testimony or attend meetings, hearings, conferences, 
mediations, arbitration, or trials by reason of this report unless subsequent contractual 
arrangements are made, including payment of an additional fee for such services. 

This report and any appraisal value expressed herein represent the opinion of the consultant, and 
the consultant’s fee is not contingent upon the reporting of a specified appraisal value, a 
stipulated result, or the occurrence of a subsequent event. 

Sketches, drawings, and photographs in this report are intended for use as visual aids, are not 
necessarily to scale, and should not be construed as engineering or architectural reports or 
surveys.  The reproduction of information generated by architects, engineers, or other consultants 
on any sketches, drawings, or photographs is only for coordination and ease of reference.  
Inclusion of said information with any drawings or other documents does not constitute a 
representation as to the sufficiency or accuracy of said information. 

Unless otherwise expressed: a) this report covers only examined items and their condition at the 
time of inspection; and b) the inspection is limited to visual examination of accessible items 
without dissection, excavation, probing, or coring.  There is no warranty or guarantee, expressed 
or implied, that structural problems or deficiencies of plants or property may not arise in the 
future. 
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Certification of Performance
I Richard Gessner, Certify: 

That I have personally inspected the tree(s) and/or the property referred to in this report, and 
have stated my findings accurately.  The extent of the evaluation and/or appraisal is stated in the 
attached report and Terms of Assignment; 

That I have no current or prospective interest in the vegetation or the property that is the subject 
of this report, and I have no personal interest or bias with respect to the parties involved; 

That the analysis, opinions and conclusions stated herein are my own; 

That my analysis, opinions, and conclusions were developed and this report has been prepared 
according to commonly accepted Arboricultural practices; 

That no one provided significant professional assistance to the consultant, except as indicated 
within the report. 

That my compensation is not contingent upon the reporting of a predetermined conclusion that 
favors the cause of the client or any other party, nor upon the results of the assessment, the 
attainment of stipulated results, or the occurrence of any other subsequent events; 

I further certify that I am a Registered Consulting Arborist® with the American Society of 
Consulting Arborists, and that I acknowledge, accept and adhere to the ASCA Standards of 
Professional Practice.  I am an International Society of Arboriculture Board Certified Master 
Arborist®.  I have been involved with the practice of Arboriculture and the care and study of 
trees since 1998. 

Richard J. Gessner 

ASCA Registered Consulting Arborist® #496 
ISA Board Certified Master Arborist® WE-4341B 

Copyright

© Copyright 2015, Monarch Consulting Arborists LLC.  Other than specific exception granted for copies made by 
the client for the express uses stated in this report, no parts of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a 
retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, recording, or otherwise without 
the express, written permission of the author.
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March 18, 2016 

Park Delmas Investors LLC 
2185 The Alameda, Suite 150  
San Jose, CA 95126 

This letter is in response to comments provided by Amber Sharpe on February 26, 2016 
regarding a review of the most recent plans, long term care of the oak tree, and recreational use 
under the oak tree. 

I reviewed the most recent plan set dated February 12, 2016 provided by Steinberg, February 9, 
2016 provided by SWA, and February 11, 2016 provided by CEA. 

The project has been carefully designed to accommodate the tree and its requirements.  Most of 
the improvements are outside the recommended tree protection zone with some construction to 
have minor encroachment in areas that have already been affected (Arborist Barrie Coates 2008 
report identified a house and basement under the tree near the same locations as some of the 
proposed improvements).  The greatest concern is for how constructing the underground parking 
area is to be performed and to maintain the TPZ without creating a slope into the root zone.  This 
will require shoring or other safety measures during construction to keep the excavation at the 
limits depicted.  

The plans do not indicate any detrimental use under the oak and the tables and chairs will not 
adversely affect the root area long term.  In the larger TPZ area labeled “Lawn or Decorative 
Gravel” on sheet L.1, gravel would be preferable to lawn.  If lawn is to be installed no more than 
35 percent of the total tree protection area is to contain turf grass.  For the smaller area in the 
TPZ labeled “Mulch or Decorative Gravel” on sheet L.1, organic mulch would be preferable to 
gravel.    

The long term care goals or objectives for the tree are to maintain it with optimal health and 
structure.  An ISA Certified Arborist® should at a minimum annually inspect the tree for changes 
in health and to assess its structural integrity.  The tree should be pruned as necessary according 
to the most recent ISA Best Management Practices: Part 1: Pruning and maintenance 
specifications of any kind should be in writing according to the most recent American National 
Standards Institute ANSI A-300 (Parts 1-9) - for tree care operations, Tree, Shrub, and Other 
Woody Plant Management, Standard Practices.  In addition I recommend performing 
preventative bark beetle applications to the lower trunk three times a year (March, June and 
September) with Onyx® (Bifenthrin) or Asto® (Permethrin). 
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Please contact me with any questions. 

Richard J. Gessner 

ASCA Registered Consulting Arborist® #496 
ISA Board Certified Master Arborist® WE-4341B 
ISA Tree Risk Assessor Qualified 
CA Qualified Applicators License #104230 
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